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Assignment 2 -- Video Reflection TBI
	The video presents the case of Michael, who suffered a traumatic brain injury (TBI) due to an accident he suffered. Michael remained in a coma for several months and even after regaining consciousness, he was not able to speak for months. Michael receives a lot of support from people who live around him, especially his family and school community. Different therapeutic efforts have been put in place to help Michael develop a normal life. Due to TBI, his reading, writing and speaking skills were affected; he is also not able to support himself physically. In school, he has been mainstreamed with the other grade 4 learners, in the class, there is an educational and a special education teacher who ensures that Michael learns properly like the other learners in the class (Michael Wight and Elementary School After TBI, 2020). There is also a pull-out class where Michael attends, and the focus is on mathematics and reading. Through speech and physical therapies, he is making great strides towards speaking properly and supporting himself physically. 
	From the video, there are different barriers in the area of communication that can be noted. Due to TBI, it can be seen that Michael has difficulties remembering the articulation of sounds. Articulation of sounds properly is one of the key aspects of communication which makes it possible for people to understand one another and have an effective conversation. The articulation errors are often caused because TBI also causes cognitive impairments. According to the video, Michael’s teacher says that he has a big problem remembering the sounds of letters even though he has been taught several. This is attributed to cognitive impairment which makes him forgetful. To address this issue, increased sessions of speech therapy. This way, it will be easier to help Michael use proper articulation of sounds to help in communication. 
	Individuals suffering from TBI have difficulties in communicating through writing. According to the video, Michael has had challenges in developing his writing. This communication barrier is also caused by cognitive impairment which affects people suffering from TBI. Cognitive impairment makes it difficult for people to learn new things; for instance, after Michael recovered from the coma, he began learning new things. He was not able to speak or do anything by himself. Writing is also one of the new things which Michael is learning. However, he has had difficulties in developing proper writing skills which hinders communication. To address this barrier, there is a need for long-term therapy to be conducted to help Michael develop proper writing skills.
	People suffering from TBI have short concentration and have difficulties in organizing the thoughts which they have. Lack of concentration is a major barrier to communication. The main aim of communication is passing information on some topics; if one does not concentrate, he or she is bound to miss the information which is being communicated. From this video, when Michael is mainstreamed with other learners in the fourth grade, he is given the attention of a special education teacher. The special education teacher needs to make sure that Michael fully concentrates on the things which are being taught in class. 
	There are different important factors in this video that are contributing to “Normal” language development. One of the factors is Michael being integrated into the mainstream classroom. In such a classroom, he can understand the different forms of communication which are being used and he can interact with other “Normal” learners so that he can communicate with them properly. The pull-out class is also important as it ensures that the TBI patient receives special attention in efforts towards developing “Normal” language. Speech and other forms of therapy also help in developing “Normal” language development. 
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